GENERAL INFORMATION

The Hospital and Hospital Health Care Complex Data Set (HDS) is a standardized subset of cost, statistical, financial, and other data that is extracted from the HCFA Form 

2552-96 Medicare hospital cost report submitted by Medicare certified hospitals.  This form is effective for cost reporting periods ending on or after September 30, 1996.   

Hospitals submit an annual Medicare cost report  (both hard copy and electronic file format) to their Fiscal Intermediary  (FI).  This submission includes only data from the hospitals accounting books and records; no calculations or computation of cost reimbursement is reported by the hospital.    

The FI generates a full cost report performing all the necessary calculations and adjustments in order to compute a Medicare reimbursement amount.  The FI then creates a cost report file that is in accord with Health Care Provider Cost Report Information System (HCRIS) specifications and sends the HCRIS file to HCFA for processing.  The cost report files are maintained in the HCRIS database on permanent master files.  

The information contained in the Hospital Data Set is extracted from the HCRIS files.   The HDS includes extracts from as submitted, final settled, and reopened cost reports, whichever is the most current for each hospital.  Because a cost report can be resubmitted many times during a year due to imperative revisions, the HDS file is updated at the end of each calendar quarter.    

The previous Hospital Data Sets were comprised of  a limited amount of cost report data.  This Hospital data set; however,  has been expanded to include Medicare Part B data, Capital data, and PPS Exempt Hospital and Hospital Unit (subprovider) data which used to be contained in separate dataset files.        

The cost report files listed below follow this HDS record layout.   The files contain data from hospitals with cost reporting periods beginning during each Federal fiscal year.   

File Name


Fiscal Years Beginning on or After


Update 











Schedule
FY1996 (PPS 13)
    October 1, 1995 through September 30, 1996
 
Quarterly

FY1997 (PPS 14)
    October 1, 1996 through September 30, 1997   

Quarterly

FY1998 (PPS 15)
    October 1, 1997 through September 30, 1998

Quarterly

FY1999 (PPS 16)
    October 1, 1998 through September 30, 1999

Quarterly

The structure of the HDS file is a Flat File in that each providers information is contained in a single record.  Each field of data is laid out one after another as if on a flat line.  The Location column on the specifications that follow indicates the beginning and ending of each fields position in the record.  The data items under the Line and Column headings are taken from the HCFA Form 2552-96, appropriate worksheets.  The Field Size column (usually 11 characters, except for Identification data which comes from Worksheet S-2) simply describes the maximum number of characters that may be contained in a given field.  And, the Usage column notes whether an item is alphanumeric or numeric, negative,  and how many decimal places are to be recorded.

There are a few data elements in the HDS that are not from the 2552-96 cost report.  These items are designated by not indicating a line or column in the specifications.  

No provider uses every field available on cost reporting forms.  Where an item described in the specifications is found to be blank on a given record, the user should assume that the item was not present at the time the HCRIS file was created by the FI.  Low and No Utilization hospitals which provide a small volume of Medicare services are required to report a minimum of cost report data; therefore, Low and No Utilization reports will have more blank fields in their record.    

Validation reviews have established that HCFAs cost report data files accurately reflect the Fiscal Intermediarys files from which this information was extracted.  This does not mean, however, that there is no possibility of errors.  If you discover an error or an inconsistency in a MDS file, please notify HCFA (to the attention of Christy Cornell) by faxing an example of the items that led you to this conclusion.  The fax phone number is (410) 786-6003.

Fields in the Hospital Data Set File that have also been added not resulting from a transmittal.

1.  
The inpatient and outpatient capital reduction factors and the outpatient operating cost reduction factor have been added to the file.  (See Fields 728A, 728B, and F729A).

2. Cost and Charge data for the Rural Health Clinic (RHC) and the Federal Qualified Health Center (FQHC) used to be reported in the Other Clinic cost center (Line 60, Worksheets A, B-series, C-series, and D-series).   The Hospital Data Set file now contains costs and charges broken out for the RHC and FQCH.  (Fields 417A and 417B are examples).  

3.  
The Hospital Data Set File now contains cost and charge data for the hospital’s distinct observation bed unit.  (Field 416A is an example).  

